
Coptic Orthodox Wedding Checklist
Pray and discuss together who will be the counseling
priest through the journey of engagement and marriage.
Schedule and attend pre-marriage counseling sessions
and order and read all books preparing for Christian
marriage, as directed by the counseling priest.
Schedule a premarital meeting between the bride and
groom with the o�ciating priest to discuss the wedding
ceremony details and requirements of the Coptic
Orthodox Church. If you hope to celebrate the wedding in
a church other than where the o�ciating priest prays,
communicate your intentions and seek his blessing before
moving forward.
When inviting other priests to the wedding, let them know
which priest will be o�ciating the marriage.
Arrange a meeting with the parents of the bride and
groom to discuss the marriage and to agree on the basics
(i.e. date, time, and mutual blessing).
Consult the church where the wedding will take place to
secure a suitable date and time. All weddings in the Coptic
Orthodox Archdiocese of North America in New Jersey
should be celebrated within a Coptic Orthodox Church.
Ensure that the o�ciating priest will be available on the
day and at the location you are considering.
Schedule the engagement ceremony at least 40 days
before the wedding, where the couple exchanges rings and
makes a public declaration of their intent to marry. Invite
at least two witnesses to join.



Choose a date and location for the reception venue that is
conveniently located for your guests with respect to the
church (remember to book the church first, then the
reception hall). Seek to be creative and arrange a
celebration that glorifies God.
Obtain a certificate for the recommendation of marriage
from the father of confession for each of the bride and
groom between 60 and 90 days before the wedding (the
baptismal status, status of celibacy, father of confession, and
frequency of spiritual participation are all included in the
certificate). Present this to the o�ciating priest.
If this is a second marriage, obtain an Ecclesial Marriage
Permit (EMP) from the Coptic Orthodox Church Clerical
Council for Family A�airs (CCCFA) and provide this to the
o�ciating priest per instructions received from the
CCCFA.
Obtain a marriage license within 30 days (but at least 14
days) of the marriage. Applications for NJ marriage
licenses are generally obtained at the municipal o�ce
where the bride resides. (Be sure you are acquiring a
marriage license and not a marriage certificate.)
Arrange for two witnesses for the wedding day, one from
each member of the couple. The witnesses are expected to
sign both the church wedding certificate, as well as the
marriage license from the state.
Please notify all guests of the expectation of this sacred
sacrament.  This includes not chewing gum in the church,
no ululating (‘zaghareet’) during the ceremony, no food



or drinks inside the church, no smoking anywhere on the
church property, etc.
Make arrangements to have deacons present at your
crowning/engagement ceremony.
Arriving on the scheduled time for the ceremony to start is
required and recommended for a better organization of
the event. Please arrive dressed in appropriate attire.
Notify guests to also dress in a manner that honors the
church (no hats, no shorts, no immodest dresses, no
transparent clothing, no tights).
Share a copy of any wedding program or related handouts
with the o�ciating priest prior to printing and
distribution.
Communicate and confirm all details with the church two
weeks before the wedding day.
Make arrangements for clean-up of all wedding related
items from the church.
Moving chairs or pews is NOT allowed. While decorating
the pews, NO pins, tape, or screws are allowed to avoid
scratching or marking the pews, only light plastic hangers
can be used to hang the flower bouquets or fabrics on the
pews.
Arrange with the church a time to rehearse the wedding
entrance and exit, as needed.
All church services are provided at NO set fees, but
everyone is invited to enjoy the blessings of donations.
Celebrate the wedding reception with friends and family,
in a manner that is pleasing to God.


